Lecture Series Public Theology: An International and Intercontextual Assessment

Task sheet: Florian Hé6hne * Politics, democracy, civil society in a globalized world

This lecture is available free of charge as comprehensive video file (mp4) or as audio file (mp3) with
accompanying slides in pdf-format.

This task sheet contains:

1. Three questions for group discussion

2. Three suggested titles for further reading

3. A timeline to match audio file and pdf slide presentation

4. A list of references for the lecture

1. Three questions for group discussion:

1. How does the relation of Church or Christianity and state or Politics look like in your
context? How has it been relevant in your experience?

2. Repeat Bonhoeffer’s concept about the task of the state and the task of the church.
Discuss, whether you agree with him theologically and how relevant his thinking is.

3. What does it mean for the Church to be one community alongside other religious

communities in the society?

2. Three suggested titles for further reading

Gruchy, John W. de (2004): From Political to Public Theologies: The Role of Theology in Public Life in
South Africa, in: William F. Storrar und Andrew R. Morton (Hg.): Public Theology for the 21st Century.
Essays in Honour of Duncan B. Forrester, London, New York, S. 45—-62.

Smit, Dirk J. (2007): Notions of the Public and Doing Theology, in: International Journal of Public
Theology 1, S. 431-454,

Thiemann, Ronald F. (1991): Constructing a Public Theology. The Church in a Pluralistic Culture,
Louisville (KY).
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3. A timeline to match audio file and pdf slide-presentation

Slide 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Time 0016 0029 0121 0402 07'52 1524 2235 2707
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